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of the administration, and the gradual development of self-
governing institutions, with a view to the progressive realization
of responsible government in India as an integral part of the
British Empire."

This epoch-making announcement was correctly characterized
by the authors of the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms Report as
'(the most momentous utterance ever made in India's chequered
history." According to them it" pledged the British Government,
in the clearest terms, to the adoption of a new policy towards 300
millions of people." In order to give effect to this solemn pledge
the Right Hon. E. S. Montagu came out to India, and, as a result
of the joint inquiry held by him and His Excellency Lord
Chelmsford, a scheme of Reforms was formulated which, having
been carried through the two Houses of Parliament, finally
assumed the form of the Government of India Act of 1919.

The Preamble to that Act reproduced verbatim the declara-
tion of policy made in 1917, which thus received the final sanction
of the British Parliament. At the inaugural meeting of the
Reformed Councils, brought into existence under the provisions
of that Act in February, 1921, His Royal Highness the Duke of
Connaught conveyed to the Indian Legislature, and through
them, to the people of India, a gracious message from His Majesty
the King-Emperor, of which the following extract is of particular
significance in connection with the object with which we have
ventured to trespass on Your Excellency's valuable time to-day:
" For years/' said His Imperial Majesty, " it may be generations,
patriotic and loyal Indians have dreamed Swaraj for their mother-
land. To-day you have the beginning of Swaraj within my
Empire, and the widest scope and ample opportunity for progress
to the liberty which my other Dominions enjoy."

It is unnecessary for us in this address to multiply quotations
from speeches delivered by responsible Ministers of the Crown
in England, as well as by His Excellency Lord Chelmsford in
this connection. The declaration of 1917, the Preamble to the
Government of India Act, 1919, and His Majesty the King-
Emperor's gracious message are conclusive of the fact that the
scheme of Reforms, far from being an experiment to be pursued
or abandoned at will, constitutes a definite stage towards the goal
of British policy as laid down by Parliament and confirmed by
our gracious King-Emperor. These Reforms have already been
carried into effect. We are nearing the fourth session of the
Reformed Councils, and the manner in which the representatives of
the people in those Councils have discharged their responsibilities